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Almost three weeks after the May 16 presidential elections in the Dominican Republic, there is still
no officially declared winner. The official Junta Central Electoral (JCE) suddenly stopped the vote
tally with just eight polling places left to count, after charges of widespread fraud by opposition
political parties and international observers.
The JCE, in charge of organizing and carrying out the elections, has been accused of playing a
major role in perpetrating the fraud. After halting the vote count, the JCE said it would wage an
"exhaustive investigation, which will be carried out according to procedures that will be determined
by the JCE." However, there was no explanation of what those procedures would be. According to
the electoral law, as long as the elections are contested, the JCE cannot declare a winner. Opposition
candidate Jose Francisco Pena Gomez, of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), charged
on May 29 that President Joaquin Balaguer, who represents the Partido Reformista Social Cristiano
(PRSC), was trying to pull off an "electoral coup d'etat," putting the nation's political stability at risk.
The coalition of parties that backed Pena Gomez issued a communique the same day, saying, "We
are witnessing an attempted electoral coup by the present government, through the perversion
and violation of the electoral process." The communique reiterated that this was not the first time
the Balaguer government had resorted to fraud to win an election, but added, "This time the crisis
has reached such unprecedented magnitude that it has jeopardized the democratic process of the
country."
A few hours after voting began, the PRD began claiming that the names of 200,000 PRD supporters
had been removed from the voter registration lists sent to the polling places, making it impossible
for those people to cast a ballot. The opposition has repeatedly requested copies of the voter
registration lists that were sent to the polling places to compare them with the lists sent to the
parties before the elections. So far, the JCE has refused to make the lists available. In addition,
according to the PRD, the last bulletin released by the JCE before the count was stopped lists vote
totals higher than the total number of registered voters in several provinces, including Bahoruco,
Espaillat, Independencia, Monte Plata, Montecristi and Pedernales.
The discrepancy, amounting to more than 20% of the registered voters in those provinces, supports
the charges by the PRD and international observers that massive fraud took place on May 16.
Questions have also been raised regarding the JCE's claim that there was less than 5% abstention in
the election. In all elections held since the death of dictator Rafael Trujillo 33 years ago, abstention
has been more than 20%. With no end to the crisis in sight, opposition candidates who won seats
in the legislature or municipal governments in the May 16 balloting now say they will refuse to be
sworn in if Balaguer is inaugurated on Aug. 16. Such a move would set in motion an institutional
crisis that could make it impossible for Balaguer to govern.
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Pena Gomez, who was described by opponents during the campaign as hot-headed and volatile, has
acted with restraint and studied determination in pressing his charges of fraud, waging an effective
international campaign to challenge the election results. As part of his strategy, he has sent PRD vice
presidential candidate Jose del Carmen Marcano to Washington looking for support for the PRD's
call for new elections. Marcano said the fraud orchestrated by Balaguer was so massive that new
elections are the only solution.
Jacinto Peinado, the vice presidential candidate on Balaguer's ticket, was also in Washington
denying the charges of fraud and accusing some of the international observers of adopting a
partisan stance in favor of Pena Gomez. The importance of the role played by President Bill
Clinton's administration in the Dominican crisis cannot be underestimated. Analysts have
commented on the sudden turnaround in the Balaguer administration's policy toward neighboring
Haiti.
Balaguer, who has consistently been supportive of the Haitian military and outspoken in his
opposition to deposed Haitian president Jean Bertrand Aristide, has done an about-face since the
elections, making a commitment to the Clinton administration to enforce the United Nationssponsored embargo and clamp down on cross- border smuggling into neighboring Haiti. Marcano
charged that the change in Balaguer's policy was a move aimed at convincing Washington to accept
a Balaguer victory. Marcano said if the PRD is declared the winner, the Pena Gomez government
would energetically support the UN embargo and would even back a multinational military
operation to restore Aristide to power.
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